
 Geog 205 Project   2024  (25%)

The intent of the GEOG 205 project is to complete a map 
from data collection to finished product, maybe related to 
your program of study or areas of interest.

The project fills the last 3.5 weeks of the term lab periods. 

We suggest you divide your time approximately as follows:

March 11-15:                Data collection and assembly
March 18-22:               Symbolisation and design 
March 25-28: (no Friday lab)   Layout and ancillary info
April 2-5:                      final report write-up
April    8-9:                No labs, but finish up and submit by April 10



1. Type of Map

The project is completely open but you could use labs 4-6 as 
'models' of the type of map you prefer to make e.g.

a. Qualitative thematic / location map

b.  Thematic – quantitative (data may be harder to find)

c.  Topographic 

See following slides to view some previous project maps.
I’ve given them general ‘A’ or ‘B’ with some comments in red
General content may be helpful this week, and designs next week



2. Content ?

▪ Personal interests e.g. hiking, biking, dancing, dining

▪ Home area or favourite travel location

▪ Related to your major study or other courses

▪ Wish you were there instead of here

▪ Place in the news



3. Geographic area: 

a. PG / BC

b. Other province

c. Other country 

d. World / Other planet / other worlds ..

It could be anywhere / anything, but some data are easier to find



4. Scale / extent

… this determines the data to seek

a.Municipal     (1:5k-10k) 

b. Local             (1:25k-50k)

c. Regional      (1:250k-500k)

d. National     (~ 1:1,000,000)

e.Global         (~ 1:10,000,000)



5. Size and shape (plan ahead)

Online publishing could be any shape/size, but assume you’d like to print:

Size Options:

➢Tabloid 11 x 17” - strongly recommended for best effect      

Shape options

➢Landscape (usually better, unless area is tall and narrow)

➢Portrait

Square is less cool ….



Location maps  

 ‘general / 
qualitative’

   municipal

*way too much 
white space, not 
enough labels

B



* Lakes too detailed

and attract attention

River and water 

 names not in blue

Regional

B



A: nice but 

missing 

river names



A : good area of local interest, a few minor issues e.g. Beaumont PP label position



A: 
different, base map 

OK for hillshade 

butTough to match all 

the colours; good 

inset / locator map



A: great research, 

legend, layout, choice of 

symbols / colours



Thematic

Quantitative

‘Dot map’

Regional

A: good theme, needs 

a bit more – more land 
details, villages, maybe a 
bigger symbol – can’t 
easily see two types



B: good idea to acquire google data; solid effort



Thematic

A: good thematic 

map well thought 

out, needs a bit 

more e.g. more 

labels; missed 

roads in legend – 

maybe major 

lakes would add 

more context



Thematic: 
quantitative

‘Graduated Orcas’

Background terrain from 
ArcGIS online

B:  great symbols, scale 

bar cramped despite 
having lots of space. Don’t 
underline titles – make it 
bigger or upper case. 
Move whale to show San 
Diego location.



B: simple but it works

Use of colour +size for symbols 

is effective, good classes



A good locator 

map; Avoid using 

‘Map’ in title and 

underlining. Scale 

bar divisions error



A Good theme.

Roads are not all 

highways, and 

don’t need it twice 

in legend. Drop 

‘Hot Springs’ 

repeat in legend – 

it’s in the title ..



A 

Tints good but lowest 

land tint is too blue; 

Drop ‘campground’ in 

legend names; could use 

some more place names



A

Interesting theme – good colours for cables, water depths and countries



Topographic maps
B

Solid effort and clean output; Don’t need Lakes in 

legend, labels should be blue What are the gray 

areas, where is the cemetery ? wetland symbol !



This could use Hillshading to show relief better, but nice round values and good colours for tints

All water lable should be in blue; nice simple scale bar; lakes in legend is optional; 

Maybe box title to make it stand out more; good point symbols; white for highest elevation ?

B



Nice balance, good symbols (apart from the wetlands!)

Tofino needs a label, not just in legend– locator map a bit too much

A



Great idea but Tints much too heavy. Wetlands again; typo in title

Colours for trails lost and low contrast; silly scale bar design

B



Solid effort, but could use hillshading, and contour labels

Possibly the data are not projected – stretched E-W; good name placements

B



A

Visually appealing – great tints and trails; but can barely see P. Rupert; scale bar better in water



A

Overall excellent, could be lightened a bit for legibility. What’s with the scale bar ?



A both: addition of hillshade to NTDB data, and excellent labelling 



A

Great idea – found ski / topo data for Europe / Alps – one  minor typo – can you find it ?



Vegetation Resource Inventory (VRI) data
B: Lettering is messy (overuse of halo); 

legend column needs a box to hold it together



Canada summary
Municipal data: often available for cities / towns

Provincial 1:20,000 mapping (Bold = free download)

BC, AB, MB, ON (south = 50°N ), QC (south), NS, NB, PEI

Canada (NTDB) :  http://maps.canada.ca/czs/index-en.html

Other countries: highly variable: small scale:   http://www.diva-gis.org/Data

Municipalities and provinces:  http://canadiangis.com/data.php

copy of BC Roads here:
https://arc.gis.unbc.ca/portal/home/item.html?id=69c263e9f07c4766b755f650574ab728

Major roads only (for faster loading) 
https://arc.gis.unbc.ca/portal/home/item.html?id=473f96ebe3bc4e229a73867f0ad11580

http://maps.canada.ca/czs/index-en.html
http://www.diva-gis.org/Data
http://canadiangis.com/data.php
https://arc.gis.unbc.ca/portal/home/item.html?id=69c263e9f07c4766b755f650574ab728
https://outlook.office.com/owa/redir.aspx?REF=sqc4NixJDwOD3XYfgVlEliuR8y-Ggyu7YAjGK0IzVWBbDVR4jQHaCAFodHRwczovL2FyYy5naXMudW5iYy5jYS9wb3J0YWwvaG9tZS9pdGVtLmh0bWw_aWQ9NDczZjk2ZWJlM2JjNGUyMjlhNzM4NjdmMGFkMTE1ODA.
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