
Sat March 18, 11am-1pm

Bring cleats for packed trails

Contact:  gees@unbc.ca



Geog 205 Project   2023  (20+5%)

The intent of the GEOG 205 project is to complete a map 
from data collection to finished product, related to your 
program of study or areas of interest.

The project fills the last 3.5 weeks of the term lab periods. 

We suggest you divide your time approximately as follows:

March 13-17:                Data collection and assembly

March 20-24:               Symbolisation and design 

March 27-31:                Layout and ancillary info
April 3-6:                      final report/project due  



1. Type of Map

The project is completely open but you could use labs 4-8 as 
'models' of the type of map you prefer to make

a. Qualitative thematic / location map

b.  Thematic - quantitative

c.  Topographic 

See below to view previous project maps.



2. Content ?

▪ Personal interests e.g. hiking, biking, dancing, dining

▪ Home area or favourite travel location

▪ Related to your major study or other courses

▪ Wish you were there instead of here

▪ Neat place in the news



3. Geographic area: 

a. PG / BC

b. Other province

c. Other country 

d. World / Other planet / other worlds ..

It could be anywhere / anything, but some data are easier to find



4. Scale / extent

… this determines the data to seek

a.Municipal     (1:5k-10k) 

b. Local             (1:25k-50k)

c. Regional      (1:250k-500k)

d. National     (~ 1:1,000,000)

e.Global         (~ 1:10,000,000)



5. Size and shape (plan ahead)

Online publishing could be any shape/size, but assume you’d like to print

Size Options:

➢Tabloid 11 x 17” 

➢Letter   8.5 x 11”

➢Legal    8.5 x 14”

Shape options

➢Landscape (often better)

➢Portrait

Square is less cool ….



Location maps  

‘general / 
qualitative’

municipal

Way too much 
white space



Lakes are too detailed

And attract attention

Regional











Thematic

Quantitative

‘Dot map’

regional





Thematic



Thematic: 
quantitative

‘Graduated Orcas’

Background 
terrain added 
from ArcGIS 
online













Topographic maps



Hillshading ?



Nice balance 



Tints too heavy



Solid effort, but could use hillshading, data not projected ?











Vegetation Resource Inventory (VRI) data



Canada summary
Municipal data: sometimes available

Provincial 1:20,000 mapping (Bold = free download)

BC, AB, MB, ON (south = 50°N ), QC (south), NS, NB, PEI

Canada (NTDB) provinces /territories:  

http://maps.canada.ca/czs/index-en.html

NTDB mapping only

SK, NL, ON (north), QC (north) NT, NU, YT *
•Yukon Geomatics:  http://www.geomaticsyukon.ca/

Other countries: highly variable – from free download to military only
http://www.diva-gis.org/Data

Municipalities and provinces:  http://canadiangis.com/data.php

http://maps.canada.ca/czs/index-en.html
http://www.geomaticsyukon.ca/
http://www.diva-gis.org/Data
http://canadiangis.com/data.php


This page only loads on campus 

https://gis.unbc.ca/support/access-datasets

copy of BC Roads here:

https://arc.gis.unbc.ca/portal/home/item.html

?id=69c263e9f07c4766b755f650574ab728

Major roads only (for faster loading) 

https://arc.gis.unbc.ca/portal/home/item.html

?id=473f96ebe3bc4e229a73867f0ad11580

https://data-cityofpg.opendata.arcgis.com

Project Data sources

https://outlook.office.com/owa/redir.aspx?REF=35SsWOuEqag1r04phKffEh8dLIWVb9Yp8AznVEQFRYhbDVR4jQHaCAFodHRwczovL2dpcy51bmJjLmNhL3N1cHBvcnQvYWNjZXNzLWRhdGFzZXRzLw..
https://outlook.office.com/owa/redir.aspx?REF=cJs8IqhVbQgY6k6T5U_mBGfzlItBf4RV5FSB8-YsHldbDVR4jQHaCAFodHRwczovL2FyYy5naXMudW5iYy5jYS9wb3J0YWwvaG9tZS9pdGVtLmh0bWw_aWQ9NjljMjYzZTlmMDdjNDc2NmI3NTVmNjUwNTc0YWI3Mjg.
https://outlook.office.com/owa/redir.aspx?REF=sqc4NixJDwOD3XYfgVlEliuR8y-Ggyu7YAjGK0IzVWBbDVR4jQHaCAFodHRwczovL2FyYy5naXMudW5iYy5jYS9wb3J0YWwvaG9tZS9pdGVtLmh0bWw_aWQ9NDczZjk2ZWJlM2JjNGUyMjlhNzM4NjdmMGFkMTE1ODA.
https://data-cityofpg.opendata.arcgis.com/


Common project errors to avoid

• Project data (from geographic) if needed

• Avoid nonsense scale bars

• Avoid silly defaults e.g. striped tie – wetlands

• Typos in name labels and ancillary info

• Maximise use of space for the map content

• Don’t include other maps as background (some layers OK)

• Don’t overdo use of text halos

• Don’t leave it all to the last week …


