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Division name Abbreviation Wavelength | Frequency
Monday 19 Sept | | | |
Near-infrared NIR, IR-A DIN 0.75-1.4 uym | 214-400 THz
Short-
_ wavelength SWIR, IR-B DIN 1.4-3 um 100-214 THz
quick note on infrared
SW' R vMIR ) MWIR, IR-C DIN; MidIR [1€]
Mid-wavelength , _
: Also called intermediate 3-8 um 37-100 THz
Infrared infrared (lIR)
Thermal IR |
Long-
wavelength LWIR, IR-C DIN 8—15 ym 20-37 THz
infrared
Far infrared FIR 151,000 ym  0.3-20 THz

nAShortwaveradiation (SW) describes wavelengths in the Visilla/, andNIR spectra o


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infrared

DIGITAL DATA and DISPLAY

Satellite image data - capture
Landsat 1
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Onboard scanners capture the energy ’
reflected by band (wavelength) for each
pixel (picture element ) by row and column

G-LINES SCAN
BAMDS 1-4

CHRECTION
QF FLIGHT

—= Column

cut into scenes several thousand pixels in x and y.

Data are recorded in a continuous swath and then l

How



http://earthnow.usgs.gov/

Data = digital measure of energy reflected/emitted from ground
(or reflection recorded on film in the case of photographs)

Sun

Ly - I
Satellite v Incident _\O/_
Solar Radiation J

1N

Reflected
Solar Radiation

Bare Soil Paved Built-up A
Forest rraml Grass Road uilt-up Area

Each pixel records a digital number (DN) giving the amount of reflec



Side note: Pure and Mixed Pixels
One pixel = one digital value per layer (often 0 -255)

Remote sensing data and raster GIS data give the impression that a
pixel has one uniform value across its width. This may be true for a
small pixel or a homogenous cover, such as a large lake, or field, but
often we need to know the nature of geographic data and understand
that what we are seeing is an average value for a variable forest or a
mixture of different surface covers. Landsat example: Bowron Lakes

1 pixel = 30 x 30m



Data characteristics: Spatial
resolution (pixel size)

Spatial resolution is the size of the
picture elements (pixels). This is
determined by the sensor design,
satellite altitude, and available energy.

Remote sensing data generally varies
from <1 metre to 10km

Very high res: 25cm < 5m
High resolution: 5 -50metre
Medium res: 50 -500m

Low res: > 500m (1km +)




Radiometric resolution

Scanner input (amount of reflectance) is converted from a
continuous (decimal) radiance value (watts / sq metre) into
a discrete value known as the digital number (DN).

These are integer numbers .. e.g. 8-bit (256 values) for
easier handling and smaller overall file size: one value per
pixel per band.

U Each value can range e.g. from 0 (no reflection) to 255

U They can be converted back to (decimal) radiance In
Oreal 0 numb e rNstofterhi domeendntra RSé¢ d .



Digital Numbers (DN)

U Each aerial/satellite image has multiple layers (bands)

U The pixels line up perfectly between bands
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8-BIT VS 16=BII
WHAT COLOR DEPTH YOU SHOULD USE-AND WHY ITMATTERS
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Landsat 8 Operational Land Imager (OLI) and Thermal Infrared Sensor (TIRS)

Reference 16 blt data 2013>

Barsi, J.A.; Lee, K.; Kvaran, G.; Markham, B.L.; Pedelty, J.A. The Spectral Response of the Landsat-8 Operational Land Imager. Remote Sens. 2014, 6, 10232-10251
doi:10.3390/rs61010232

Band |Wavelength |Usefu| for mapping |
Band 1 — Coastal Aerosol 0.435-0.451 |Coastal and aerosol studies

Band 2 — Blue 0.452 - 0.512 |Bathymetric mapping, distinguishing soil from vegetation, and deciduous from coniferous vegetation|
Band 3 - Green 0.533-0.590 |[Emphasizes peak vegetation, which is useful for assessing plant vigor

Band 4 - Red 0.636 - 0.673 |Discriminates vegetation slopes

Band 5 - Near Infrared (NIR) 0.851 - 0.879 |Emphasizes biomass content and shorelines

Band 6 - Short-wave Infrared (SWIR) 1 | 1.566 - 1.651 |Discriminates moisture content of soil and vegetation; penetrates thin clouds

Band 7 - Short-wave Infrared (SWIR) 2 | 2.107 - 2.294 |Improved moisture content of soil and vegetation and thin cloud penetration

Band 8 - Panchromatic 0.503 - 0.676 |15 meter resolution, sharper image definition

Band 9 — Cirrus 1.363-1.384 (Improved detection of cirrus cloud contamination

Band 10-TIRS 1 10.60 —11.19 (100 meter resolution, thermal mapping and estimated soil moisture

Band 11 - TIRS 2 11.50-12.51 [100 meter resolution, Improved thermal mapping and estimated soil moisture

Landsat 4-5 Thematic Mapper (TM) and Landsat 7 Enhanced Thematic Mapper Plus (ETM+)
|Band IWaveIength |Useful for mapping |

Band 1 - Blue 0.45-0.52 |Bathymetric mapping, distinguishing soil from vegetation, and deciduous from coniferous vegetation
Band 2 - Green 0.52-0.60 |[Emphasizes peak vegetation, which is useful for assessing plant vigor

Band 3 - Red 0.63-0.69 [Discriminates vegetation slopes

Band 4 - Near Infrared 0.77-0.90 [Emphasizes biomass content and shorelines

Band 5 - Short-wave Infrared 155-1.75 |Discriminates moisture content of soil and vegetation; penetrates thin clouds

Band 6 - Thermal Infrared 10.40 - 12.50 [Thermal mapping and estimated soil moisture

Band 7 - Short-wave Infrared 2.09-2.35 [Hydrothermally altered rocks associated with mineral deposits

Band 8 - Panchromatic (Landsat 7 only)] 0.52-0.90 [15 meter resolution, sharper image definition

8 bit data 19822011



Data display

Modern computer screens display 24 bit colo8ibits each (256

shades) in red, green and blue (RGB) for a realistic image (right)
(= potential 256 x 256 x 256 different colours ~16 milliobut never this many)
early PCs had fewer e.g. 2 bit = 4 colours (1982) and 8 bit = 256 colours (199




Data: Bands and Channels

Bands scanned by the sensor (limited by the data captured)
e.g. 1-7 for Landsat 5 TM, 1 -11 for Landsat 8 OLI

Channels data layers (including bands) stored in a database

newlayersar e not e@.lDEMsdctagsifications

PCI Catalyst: pix (no limit on number of channels)
Esri: . img (many?) [.grd]
Other : . tif  (geotiff ) dusually 3

Bands are usually stored in the same sequence in the database

e.g. Band 1 in channel 1, band 2 in channel 2 etc &€ (unless you enjoy strife :)



Display: RGB Guns

RGB the three colour display guns (Red, Green, Blue)

A monitor has 3 guns (RGB), only 3 bands can be displayed at one time



http://www.colorspire.com/rgb-color-wheel

Display Modes
A: Colour composites

AThree different channels compose a RGB colour composite
any three channels can be selected. Selecting TM band 1 in Blue, 2
In Green and 3 in Red displays a 'normal colour' composite.

ABut software automatically loads these in reverse as the display
I s ORGBO €é so0 you -Zlamstdadof@a-243) i p tF

AA TM 5 -4-3 composition gives a higher contrast image as it
Incorporates 3 bands from different portions of the EM spectrum
- or any combo with visible -Near-IR, mid -IR e.g. 742 or 541


http://www.geo.mtu.edu/rs/keweenaw/
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TM 543 stretched



